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Strila Prabhupad says Disciple
Disciple
word is coming from disci-

means  discipline.
pline or vice versa. Without
discipline there can not be any
relationship between Guru
and Sisya. Now a days we
want to act independently
without depending on the
instructions or mercy of spir-
itual master.

In a spiritual society like IS-
KCON Discipline plays a very
important role. Because out-
side world sees our activities,
if our life is disciplined with
proper attitude, they attract to
follow us. It is our foremost
duty to accept the words of a
Guru as our life and soul.

In current scenario Covid 19
is main cause of lacking disci-
pline in the peoples life. Due
to lack of spiritual knowledge
we are exploiting nature of
material source by trying to
lord over it. Srila Bhakti Sid-
dhanta Saraswati Maharaj says
only thing lacking in this
world is Krishna concious-
ness.

Srila  Prabhupad has estab-
lished four regulative princi-

o Without discipline
there cannot be any
relationship.

We are exploiting
nature and trying to
Lord over it.

Only thing lacking
in this world is
Krishna Conscious-
ness.

ples to become discipline....
No Ilicit sex, No intoxication,
No gambling, No meat-eating.
This is symptoms of surren-
dering to Guru how strictly
we follow this four regulative
principles in our life.

Srila Prabhupad says my disci-
ples are all perfect gentle man.
This is because of their atti-
tude towards Kirishna con-
ciousness. They were eatlier
engaged in sinful activities but
they gave up everything and
became perfect devotee by
following the orders of Srila
Prabhupad as it is.

There is story from Mahabha-

rat...

Dhyuma has many disciples.
He gave order to one of disci-
ple Upamanyu to graze cow in
the forest.
sincere in nature. So he went

Upamanyu was

to forest for grazing cow as
per his Gurus order. One day
Guru asked I am observing
that you ate getting fat. Are
you

eating something?

Upamanyu said yes my
Gurudev after grazing cow I
go for collecting alms from
some house and from that I
eat something. Guru said who
ordered you to eat. From go-
ing forward whatever you
give. You

should not keep anything with

collect please
you. Yes Gurudev Upamanyu

replied.

After someday Guru asked I
am seeing you that you getting
fat by day by day. Upamanyu
said after giving alms to you I
go for second time, from that
I eat something. Guru said
dont do like that it will in-

crease your greedy nature.
Upamanyu replied humbly yes
Gurudev 1T will not collect
second time going forward.

Someday passed Guru asked
Upamanyu your belly is get-
ting fat. I forbade everything.
what you
Upamanyu said Gurudev I eat
some milk after calve drink

are eating?

his portion. Guru replied who
ordered you to do like that.
Please don’t drink. It will be
insufficient for calve. He re-
plied please forgive me I will
not do like this again.

After someday Gurudev saw
Upamanyu is getting fat still.
Upamanyu
something. Yes Gurudev out

are you eating
of hungry I eat foam come
out of the calve. Who ordered
to do like that. Who gave

permission to do like that.
Upamanyu humbly asked
forgiveness from Gurudev

not repeat the mistake.

One day Upamanyu went for
grazing cow. He felt hungry ,
but as his Gurudev stopped
from eating anything. He
doesn’t want to disrespect
orders of his Gurudev. Out of
hunger he ate some leaves of
the tree which was poisonous.
Due to poison his lost his
eyesight and while retuning he
feel under a well. He could

not came till night.

His Gurudev get tensed. He
felt deep affecton for his
disciple in his heart. He went
to forest with other

disciples to search. He
searched everywhere calling
Upamanyu Upamanyu.

Upamanyu replied from the

well Gurudev I am here under
the well.
story how he fell. Gurudev said

He narrated whole

prey to Ashiwini Kumar they
will help you to get the eyesight.
He prayed as per Gurudev in-
structions and Immediately
Ashiwini Kumar appeared there
and offered him cake to get
eyesight back. He denied saying
My Gurudev has not instructed
to eat. Ashiwini Kumar said we
offered Gurudev he ate now
you can ate it. Upamanyu said I
can not imitate my Gurudev.
He can do as his wish. Ashiwini
Kumar pleased with his unal-
loyed devotion to Guru and
blessed him with transcendental
knowledge appeared in his
heart.

We should try our best to
please Guru and Krishna in all
our endeavors. Upamanyu was
so disciplined in his nature in
following the
Gurudev, that even Demigods
pleased with him and revealed
all conclusion of Vedic scrip-
tures.

words of

So without discipline we can
not progress in our spiritual life.
We can not imitate this attitude.
But if we

chant sincerely to please Guru
and Kirishna without any ulteri-
or motives then naturally this
attitude will appear in our heart.

Please pray for this insignificant
soul so that I can follow the
words of Gurudev
SrilaPrabhupad as it is in my
life.

Hare Krishnal

and
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Discipline is very im-
portant thing in our life.
By maintaining proper
discipline we can achieve
our goals.

Discipline brings stability
and structure in person’s
life. the person who is
discipline can achieve all
impossible things in his
ot her life. In the begin-
ning discipline may
seems to be tough, but at
the end discipline leads
results. The
disciple or student who

to massive

is disciplined and obeys
the
spiritual master or guru

instruction of his

or teacher can achieve all
knowledge.

¢ Disciplined student can
achieve all Knowledge.

e Discipline brings stabil-
ity and structure to
one’s life.

e Discipline is the key to
all happiness!

11 March, 2020
Pratibha

There is a story of a
(monk)
who is disciplined , once

brahmachari

he were walking through
the forest and suddenly
he sees a very beautiful
palace of a king. As king
sees him he invites him
to be his guest and The
monk accepts the invita-
tion of a king meanwhile
munk decide to see the
palace of king, and he
went for a trip as monk
was  walking  king’s
daughter (princess) sees
him and fall in love with
him. princess tell her fa-
ther that she wants to
marry a monk. Monk
was shocked his eyes was
open widely he tells to
the king that he cannot
marry his daughter be-
cause he is brahmachari
he is monk and suddenly
monk decides to run
away from kings palace.
as monk ran away from
the palace princess sees
him running away from

the palace and she also
ran. While monk was
running princess ran be-
hind him to catch him
but monk knew all the
paths that goes through
the forest ams as a result
he runs far away from
her now princess was
tired she decide to take
rest. As she was taking
rest under the treeshe
were thinking that what
is the thing that made a
monk run away from
she was
very beautiful and the
king doesn’t had any son

me? because

or any participant in his
property if he would
have married a princess
her father king was will-
ing to give him his whole
Kingdom and this mate-
rial things considered as
biggest things in material
person’s life. One who is
wants to be successful in
his or her life wants a
following things first he
wants a very handsome

ot beautiful
second he wants a lux-
life lots of
money but can this

spouse
urious

things gives us happi-
ness?? Not at all be-
cause monk was get-
ting everything that he
couldn’t desited he
was getting more than
his expectation but
guess what he never
expect anything from

that is the
of discipline
one who is committed

anyone...
power

to his or her goal in
his or her life he never
looks back that is the
power of discipline.
Discipline give
you everything in your
life health wealth hap-
piness and whatnot..

can
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All Glories Hari Guru
Vaishnva In most dan-
gerous time of crisis dur-
ing covid 19, I would like
convey my gratitude to
HG Gopati prabhu to
engage us in devotional
service. I pray to Lord
Krishna to forgive us
from our reactions of
bad Karma for which
people are suffering on
account of Corona virus.
Srila Prabhupad says we
should learn to forget
and forgive others. Be-
cause wherever there are
two persons there will be
some misunderstanding.
Even between husband
and wife there is always
problems then what to
HH
says

speak of others.
Radhanath Swami
without forgiveness there
can not be unity in any

kind of
When we forgive others

relationship.

we are forgiven by God.
Those who are advanced
in the path of devotion
this quality is naturally
appear in their heart. At
neophyte level it is very
difficult to adopt, but we
should sincerely try to
cultivate  this
When devotee advances

quality.
in devotion naturally
qualities of demigods
appear in his heart. He

doesn’t need to put extra

effort to endeavor this
quality. On my part I
have done many blunders
in my life and still strug-
gling with offences but
out of mercy of Guru and
Krishna they are forgiving
my mistakes. Becuase of
their unconditional for-
giveness I am able to do
sadhana. Krishna promis-
es in the he Bhagavad-gita
Sarava Dharman Parityaja
Mam ekam saranam Vra-
ja.... Abandon all varieties
of religion and just sur-
render to me I will for-
give you from all kinds of
sin. Krishna doesn’t see
our faults, He sees our
sincerity in the service. If
he would not forgive us
then it is very difficult to
perform devotional ser-
vice on my part. A Vaish-
nva is is compared with
swans, he only take the
essence from everything.
A Vaishnva is so merciful
that before we offend
him he forgives the per-
son. When Srila Prab-
hupad started this move-
ment initially devotees
were making many mis-
takes but Srila Prabhupad
used to forgive everyone.
Srila  Prabhupad

was visiting one temple

Once

there he saw HG Syama-
nanda prabhu was making
the deity of Jagannath

Baladev Subhadra while
smoking cigarette. Srila
Prabhupad did not get
angry by seeing it but he
forgive him and said do
you want to keep this
small thing as obstacles in
relation between you and
Krishna. When Ash-
watthama killed five sons
of Draupadi Mataji. Pan-
dav’s vowed to kill him.
But Draupadi felt com-
passion on him and for-
give him. Because of this
unique quality of
Draupadi Mata Krishna is
very fond of her. When-
ever Draupadi calls Krish-
na He appear immediate-
ly. When Haridas Thakur
was beaten at 22nd mar-
ket by Muslims. The rea-
son was he was not ready
to give up chanting.
Haridas Thakur replied let
my body cut into many
pieces but I will never
give up chanting Hare
Krishna
The persons who were

maha-mantra.

beaten him like anything,
Haridas Thakur prayed
Lord Sri Chaitanya Ma-
haprabhu please my Lord

forgive them. Sri
Chaitanya ~ Mahaprabhu
loves so much Haridas

Thakur becuase of this
forgiveness quality. When
Jesus Christ was crucified

becuase of his intense

preaching of the message
of Lord. He also prayed
to Lord to forgive them.
By playing in that way
He attracted the mercy

of Lord. When
Shishupala offended
Krishna by wusing ill

wotds, many devotees of
Krishna came to stop or
kill him. But Krishna
forgive him 100 times.
Krishna is full of tran-
scendental quality. He is
not affected by offend
and praise. When Bhrigu
Muni hit the chest of
Lord Kirishna, Lord
Krishna instead becom-
ing angry He prayed to
Bhrigu did my hard
hearted chest hurt your
feet. Here Lord is Su-
preme Personality of
Godhead He could have
done anything. But he is
showing extreme humili-
ty and forgiveness quali-
ty. So as a devotee it is
very important to culti-
vate this quality. Now in
most dangerous time of
crisis all over world we
are suffering due to our
own bad Karma. Let us
pray to Lord Krishna to
forgive us and not to
repeat the same repeat
the mistake again and
again.
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Meaning

Austerity of the body
consists in worship of
the supreme Lord, Brah-
manas, spiritual master,
father and mother and in

cleanliness, simplicity,
celibacy and nonvio-
lence.

that
without diplomacy one
should be straight for-
ward that he can disclose

Simplicity means

the truth even to an ene-
my. As for acceptance of
the Spiritual master that
is  essential, because
without the instruction
of a Bonafide spiritual
master one cannot pro-
gress in Spiritual Sci-
ence. The word Arjavam
indicates simplicity or
straightforwardness. Un-
less one is pure in con-
sciousness he will adopt
many crooked means.
Simplicity is the fore-
most quality of Lord

13 March, 2020
Bhavika Naik

Krishna. One of Shrila
Prabhupada’s most im-
portant slogan is simple
living and high thinking.
Simplicity refers to inter-
nal as well as external
We  should
have a simple clean and

simplicity.

innocent Heart internally.
should
dovetail all our activities

Externally  we

in the service of Krishna
only. If we live a very
simple life we can have
maximum time for serv-
ing Krishna and his devo-
tees and we will be peace-
ful, blissful and the happi-
est.
Grace Prabhupada’s letter
to Madhavi Latha he

writes, “your simplicity is

In one of his divine

a great asset for Krishna
consciousness, Krishna is
very kind to the meek and
simple, So dullness of the
material world and con-
sciousness about Krishna
go well together. Too
much intelligence in ma-
terial activities are detrac-
tion from Krishna con-
sciousness. Better to re-
main dull and simple as

you are and thus make
advancement in Krishna
consciousness. Lord
Krishna spent his child-
hood in Vrindavan and
formed bonds of love
with
beings. Pure Love for

ordinary human

the supreme personality
of godhead is character-
ized by simplicity self-
lessness service attitude
and remembrance of the
beloved. The
cowherd gopis exhibited

simple

all these qualities and
became exalted devotees
of Kirishna. Impressed
by their devotions, Ud-
dhava sings how amaz-
ing it is that the simple
women have achieved
the perfection of unal-
loyed Love for Krishna.
Uddhava prays , to be
one of the Creepers,
gulmlata, in Vrindavan
so that he get the dust
of the gopis lotus feet
and Advances in his de-
votional services. Bharat
Maharaj is an example
of simplicity. In order to
avoid material Associa-

tion as JadBharat he act-
ed as a dull but Maharaj
Rahugana, found him
highly

Krishna
and became his disciple.
The
Rupa, Sanatana and
Raghunath Das Gos-

wami were Dbillionaires,

advanced in
consciousness

shad Goswamis,

they gave up everything
and came to Vrindavan.
They used to have a little
buttermilk if possible or
nothing if not. Such was
their simplicity. Shukdev
Goswami is an example
of simplicity, he was an
avdhut, who did not
have any arrangement
for bodily necessities.
Mahaprabhu

was impressed by the

Chaitanya

simplicity of the south
Indian brahmin. Simplic-
ity is truly and opulence
in Krishna conscious-

We should live
within our level of sim-

ness.

plicity
Krishna
sincerely to achieve the

and  practice
consciousness,

top most goal of human”

Volume 3,

Issue 3

Hare Krishna, Quite of-
ten we come across peo-
ple who tend to say that
bhakti is a very difficult
task. Basically it’s not!
We just have to love
Krishna who is our eter-
nal father. It
simple, isn’t it? But the

sounds

fact is that we are unable
to do it, due to coming in
contact with this material

Therefore
thoughts, our deeds, our

nature. our
motive is all contaminated
and for our gain. We have
complicated our thoughts
and our life and because

of it, bhakti seems diffi-
cult to us. Let us have a
look the
which emphasis simplic-
ity. 'The great sage
Narad Muni wander all

on stories

around universe preach-
ing the names of lord
Narayana. Once Narad

Muni was returning to
Vaikuntha and mean-
while met a scholar. The

scholar asked him,
“Where are you heading
towards?” Narad Muni

replied “I am going to
the abode of lord Nara-
yana.” Scholar said “Oh
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great | I have performed
many yagnas and have

When
you reach there please

many disciples.

ask him after how many
births will 1 return to
Narad
Muni said. After some-

him.”  “Sure”,
time he came across a
banyan tree. Under that
tree a cobbler had made
his residence. “Oh great
sage Narada! Please ac-
cept my humble obei-
sances. May I ask you
where are you heading
towards?” “I am going
to the abode of Lord
Narayana was his an-
swer” Hari Boll Please
ask him when I will be
able to leave this materi-
al wotld and come to

b

serve him”. “Sure,” was
Narad Muni’s
When he

Vaikuntha he saw lord

Vishnu

answer.
reached

lying on his

Ananta Shesha, while
Lakshmi Devi was mas-
saging his feet. Lord
Vishnu said, “Dear

Narada! I know what are
your questions. The cob-
bler will come back to

Me in this very life time
but the scholar will take
many lifetimes to reach
Me.” “I am shocked to
hear this, my Lord. The
scholar is sincerely per-
forming rituals on the
other hand the cobbler
only sings simple devo-
tional songs. So how is
that he will reach you in
this lifetime itself?” Lord
smiled and replied, “You
will get to know the an-
swer yourself when you
meet them. When they
enquire you as to what I
was doing when you met
me you should say that I
was passing an elephant
through a hole of needle”
Narad bowed down and
came back to earth. First
he visited scholar and told
him whatever lord told
him about scholar. Hear-
ing this scholar was angry
and ask him, “what was
Lord Vishnu doing?”
Narad replied, “He pass-
ing in elephant through
the hole of
dle”.“Impossible! I don’t
believe it! Did you actual-
ly visit the lord?” Replied

nee-

scholar in an annoyed
left. Narad
Muni went to the cob-
bler and told the same
that lord was passing an

tone and

elephant from the hole
of needle. The cobbler
was overjoyed and tears
flowed from his eyes.
Narad Muni was amazed
to see the simple faith of
cobbler enquired “Do
you really believe that
lord Vishnu was doing
this?” “Why not? Please
see the small Banyan
fruit which has many
seeds. If lord can put
this Banyan trees into
such small seeds then
why can’t he pass an
elephant through the
hole of needler”
“Narayan! Narayan”, He
understood that the sim-
ple cobblers faith ena-
bled him to go back to
Kingdom of God in that
very life. And another
story is that ,that once a
child once visited Gau-
tam rishi and ask him to
initiate  him. Gautam
Rishi told that he only
initiates those who are

Brahmana and therefore
saild him to ask his par-
ents about who they are.
When this child asked
his mother she replied,
“I don’t even know who
your father was because
I was a prostitute so
what to tell about his
varna” the child repeated
the same words before
the The
Rishi replied, “you are a

Gautam rishi.

true brahmana because
you are simple and truth-
ful. Because you simply
said the truth I will initi-
ate you.” Therefore the
first quality to become a
devotee is  simplicity.
Without it we can never
attract Krishna. Simplici-
ty means without duality.
You can wake up a
sleeping person but you
cannot wake up a person
who is pretending to be
sleeping. At last I would
like to end with a very
quote  which
Prabhupada ji used a lot
“Simple Living High
Thinking” Hare Krishna

famous
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Lord Rama is the personi-
fication of ideal & perfect
king, son, brother & hus-
band. Lord Rama is an
ocean of wonderful quali-
He
these qualities profusely.

ties. demonstrated
He respected his mother
and step mother equally.
Out of his prominent qual-
ities his three most promi-
nent qualities are, Truth-
& Pa-

fulness, Bravery

tience.

Truthfulness: Lord Rama
is very true to his words.
Once he promises some-
one something he fulfills it
any cost.

Bravery: He is protector
of innocents and punisher
of miscreants. He demon-
strated battle
skills.

excellent

14 March, 2020
Ishan Thakur Das

He
demonstrated patience.
Lord Ramacandra is the
perfect king for maintaining

Patience: always

and protecting the highest
culture of humanity, known
as brahmanya-dharma. The
Lotd is specifically the pro-
tector of the cows and the
brahmanas, and hence He
enhanced the prosperity of
the world. Lord Rama gave
protection to those who
sought his shelter. Lord Ra-
ma gave protection to Sugti-
va, Vibhishana. Lord Rama
was even ready to forgive
Ravan also if he had aolo-
gized sincerely. Such is the
king Lord
Rama is, that he was ready

compassionate

to forgive enemy if enemy
asked for it. With the help
of Lord Rama, Sugtiva be-
came the king of the Vana-

ras. Lord Rama build a

of monkeys to go to Lanka
to fight with Ravana and
rescue Sita. Lord Rama
punished the
Ravana for stealing Sita

offender

mata. Lord Rama had ex-
cellent army organization
skills.
wonderful allies like Sugri-
va and Vibhishana which
was of great help in battle

Lord Rama made

against Ravana. Lord Ra-
ma maintained the unity in
his
variety and variety of opin-

army despite much

ions. He created unity in
diversity. Lord Rama ap-
preciated the efforts of
Jatayu for trying to protect
Sita from the hands of
Ravana. Rama himself did
the final riots of Jatayu.
Lord Rama shown com-
passion to surrendered

souls and gave punishment

Volume 4, Issue 1

Perfect Kihg

bridge on ocean with help

to miscreants. He protect-
ed the innocents and estab-
lished the religious princi-
ples. Lord accepted
Vibhishana because of his
Lord
Rama confronted the disa-

sincere  surrender.
greements in a harmonious
way. Ravana was killed by
Lord Rama ultimately, and
Ravana’s Dbrother
Vibhishana was installed
on the throne of ILanka.
Vibhishana was one of the
brothers of Ravana, a de-
mon, but Lord Rama made
him king &amp; immortal
in one sense by his pre-
cious blessings. Lord Rama
in true sense did justice to
his kingly duties and there-
fore Lord Rama is the per-

fect kingl!!
All glories to Glotious
King Lord Ramal!

Volume 4,

Issue 2

In the Bhagavad Gita Lord
tells to Arjuna that to es-
tablish the principles of
religion and to inhalliate
the miscreants I incarnate
in this material world Lord
Ram incarnated to set the
ideal example of maryada
Purushottam Ram, also he
the ideal
behaviour of son,brother,

demonstrated

husband, king and many
more to the whole wotld
in the boyhood age the
lord followed the order of
of vishwamitra Muni and
killed the
were creating disturbances

demons who

in performing the yagyas
this quality of the Lord indi-
cates that he is very eager to
protect the inhabitants as a
Kshatriya In the youth the
Lord was married Sita Devi
after winning her in Sita
swayamvar. At one time we
know that king Dashrath
after rulling the kingdom for
60 years he now decided to
to give the
Ayodhya to his elder son
Lord Ram this was fixed
after taking a meeting with
his mantris in the court. All

throne of

mantri where agreed tu cor-
onate Lord Ram on the

throne of Ayodhya The
news spread to the whole
town of Ayodhya all the
inhabitants of Ayodhya
where in totally Bliss and
happy like anything but
the Acharyas say that the
lord had
plan Lord Ram was very
dear to Kaushalya Mata ,
kaikai &amp; Sumitra Ma-

some another

ta as we all know that
the
servant of Queen kaikai
got the news that Lord
Ram is going to to get the
throne of Ayodhya then
she in his mind started

Manthara who was

thinking that if Lord Ram
becomes the king
Kaushalya Mata will be Raj
Mata and queen kaikais
position will be destroyed
so who will ask me so she
churned the heart of kaikai
and reminded her of the
which
were pending towards King

two benedictions

Dashrath by listening arro-
gant words of Manthara
kaikai was convinced to
demand the two benedic-
tions from King Dashrath
first was Bharat would be-
come the king and Lord
Ram will go for exile in
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forest for 14 years after
hearing this message of
kaikai King Dashrath was
in total misery In Bhaga-
vad Gita 2.15 the lord tells
Arjuna the person who is
not disturbed buy the hap-
piness and distress in this
wortld is certainly qualified
for liberation. When the
lord was told to go to for-
est for 14 years the Lord
without
walk out of the palace and

any hesitation

change his dress and was
ready to go for exile This
quality of the Lotd to obey
the fathet’s instruction is
an ideal example of son set
by the Lord. The lord
killed Ravana in the battle
and demonstrated his love

15 March, 2020
Shuddha Bhakta Das

towards Sita to protect chas-
tity bearish Queen Sita from
Ravana the Lord set the
ideal example of of the duty
of a husband who has prop-
er respect honour for wife
After 14 years when they
return back to Ayodhya
Lord Ram disguised himself
as 2 common man and hid-
ing himself to know the
feedback of general public,
she had a man chastising her
wife who was saying that
henpecked husband like
Ram may accept wife like
Sita who went to another
man’s house but I will not
accept you. By listening this
feedback from general pub-
lic Lord Ram abandoned his
wife Sita Devi all the she

was pregnant. This quality
of the Lord shows US the
concern for a single resi-
dent of Ayodhya While
speaking with sugriva the
Lord told him that if
someone says to me that I
am yours and who surren-
ders to me I deliver him
from all sort of fearful-
ness. The lord had friend
relations with all the in-
habitants of Ayodhya and
was respecting each and
every single person in his
Kingdom While crossing
the ocean and building a
bridge to Lanka
also

enter
small squirrel was
throwing small stones in
the ocean and on the other

hand Hanuman was also

throwing big big rocks and
mountains in the ocean 2
build a bridge, being so tiny
the Lord recognised the
service of a squirrel and
appreciated her in the pres-
ence of of all the the sol-
diers this also shows a great
concern for all the living
entities in his Kingdom
Today people of this world
I want to leave in Ram ra-
jya but without Ram This is
quite impossible in this age
without Krishna conscious-
ness so it is at most neces-
sary to apply the teachings
of Ramayana in our day to
day life to achieve the mer-
cy of Lord
Hare Krishnalll

Ram..
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Hare Krishna. T have been
fortunate enough to visit the
most holiest place in entire
creation, Vrindavana, twice
till now. First time I visited
vrindavana was in May - June
2011 with IYS Nigdi devotees
and second time 1 wvisited
Nov
2019 with my family mem-

vrindavana in Oct -

bers in Kartik Yatra orga-
nized by ISKCON Chow-
patty headed by His Holiness
Rahanath Swami Maharaj
with close to 8000 devotees
from all over the world. Both
these two vrindavana yatras
has been the most unforgetta-
ble memories in my life so
far. When I first visited
vrindavana in 2011 that time
I was quite new to Krishna
Consciousness and that was
my first ever spiritual yatra. I
consider it a fortune to have
been started the yatras with
Vrindavana, the abode of
Lord Krishna. We all devo-
tees (close to 100) from IYS
Nigdi travelled to this place
through train from Pune to
Mathura. After reaching there
on the next day went to Man-
gal Aarti in Krishna Balarama
temple. We all were mesmer-
ized by seeing the most mer-
cifull. Gaur Nitai deities,
Krishna Balarama deities
&amp; Radha Shyamsundar
deities. We all attended Man-
gal aarti over there and we
really felt so good to be in
that so precious temple. Later
on in the first day lecture HG
Gopati  Prji  told us that,
&quot;&quot;no  one  can
come to vrindavana simply by
taking a ticket, it requires
mercy to come to viindavana,
mercy of devotees, mercy of
Krishna.&quot;&quot; By
hearing that felt even more

fortunate to have been part of
Yatra and for being at vrinda-
vana and also felt gratitude
towards devotees and Krishna.
Over the next 7-8 days we all
attended every day morning
program in the Krishna Balara-
ma temple, heard daily lectures
from devotees, enjoyed Kir-
tans, visited many holy places
in vrindavana, such as man
sarovar, barsana, ter kadamb,
keshi did
Govardhan parikrama, visited
Radha kunda, Shyam kunda. It
was so good to visit all this
places and experience the spir-
itual vibrations of these places.
In association with devotees it

yamuna, ghat,

was most joyful. Wherever we
visited we heard the impor-
tanance of places

through the The

place where we were staying

those
devotees.

we heard from devotees, some
devotees performed some dra-
mas, some devotees have given
different topics to speak on. I
had the topic of “Association.”
So I spoke few words on that
topic the rarity
&amp; privilege of devotee

explaining

association. On the last day of
our Yatra we had what is called
as gratitude day, realization
sharing day & take home mes-
sage day. It was great to hear
wonderful realizations from
devotees. In my second vrinda-
vana Yatra in 2019 which was
Kartik Yatra with almost 8000
devotees from all over the
world along with my family
members has been absolutely
so blissful experience for all of
us. Hear everyday in morning
maximum devotees were par-
ticipating in morning program
& chanting in pandal, we were
then taking breakfast around 7
AM, then we all were visiting
different holy places in Vrinda-

vana from Hare Krishna Or-

chid from where we had to
catch bus. There were 8
groups. Every group was
visiting to different places
every day. Almost 1000 devo-
tees in each group. We (my
family members) all were in
Indulekha group. Everyday
we were getting messages
about which group will visit
at what spot. Only on last or
second last day of Yatra all
groups did Govardhana
parikrama. After visiting a
particular spots in a day
through buses over there we
all were coming back to the
pandal around 12:30 PM. We
all were taking wonderful
prasadam and then all devo-
tees were going to their re-
spective accommodations.
We were then taking some
rest and then everyday we all
were coming back in pandal
around 4:30 PM for evening
class (Krishna Katha) of His
Holiness Rahanath Swami
Mabharaj. Class was generally
from 5 to 7:30 sometimes 8
also and sometimes even 9
also. Then there was Kirtan
for some time. All 8 days it
was a great feast for all of us
to hear from him. The lec-
tures of Maharaj were so
nurturing, amazing, greatest
feast. Everyday Maharaj was
telling different Lilas of
Krishna so ecstatically that all
devotees were getting com-
pletely absorbed in it. In be-
tween Mabharaj also
drawing miraculous voices to

was

give greatest joy to all devo-
tees and also to keep every-
one awake. That everyday
lectures of Maharaj was great-
est joy to all devotees. On 5th
or 6th day of Yatra was dis-
appearance day of Srila Prab-
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hupada. There was in morn-
ing glorification of Srila Prab-
hupada by various devotees.
In evening some very senior
devotees glotified Srila Prab-
hupada. And maharaj on that
day gave a very serious talk
and he was in complete grati-
tude to Srila Prabhupada. All
devotees were also on that
day was not in a joking mood
but were sincerely in mood of
seeking shelter and in a mood
with complete Gratitude to
Srila Prabhupada. Later on
maharaj sung a very nice bha-
jan which was glorifying Srila
Prabhupada. That really awak-
ened a lot of precious emo-
tions in all devotees. All devo-
completely ab-
sorbed in greatness of Srila
Prabhupada. That was abso-
lutely the most important and
most precious day of Yatra.
On the last day of Yatra sen-
sharing
their precious realizations and

tees were

ior devotees were
everyone was appreciating the
beauty of Yatra with all so
wonderful Devotees and es-
pecially with His Holiness
Rahanath Swami Mabharaj.
Everyone was full with grati-
tude and was also in a mood
of the separation about to
come. Lastly Maharaj spoke
and Maharaj told that if we
follow the principles that we
discuss, then we are always
Throughout  this

Yatra we all were absolutely

together.

stunned by seeing the humble
service mood of all devotees.
Both the Vrindavana yatras
have absolutely been the most
precious moments in my life.
I can never forget these
yatras. Visiting to holy places
like Vrindavana in association
with sincere & genuine devo-
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tees is the most blissful thing
in the entire creation. For
many devotees especially
Kartik Yatra otrganized by
ISKCON Chowpatty is life
and soul, heart and soul. May
God grant all of us an oppot-
tunities to be part of such

wonderful yatras which is

15 March, 2020
Nandkishore Lokhande

absolutely a great blessing and
most joyful experience. Our
soul feels at its true home dut-
ing these yatras. So many devo-
tees say that they have lost
their heart in vrindavana, such
is the beauty and glory of this
holy vrindavana dhama. These

yatras nourish our Krishna

Consciousness, nourishes our
faith and conviction in Krish-
na Consciousness, inspires
our heart in bhakti, service,
humility, mercy, compassion,
genuineness. These spiritual
yatras in right association is a
transcendental feast for our
body, mind, intelligence &

soul.

All gloties to Vrindavana dha-
mall

Thanks. Hare Krishna.

Volume 5, Issue 2

Every Vaishnava has a dream
in his/her life. They all wish
to visit Vrindavan at least
once in their life. Vrindavan
is the place which is formed
by 12 vanas or forests. This is
the place where Lord Shri
Krishna performed so many
lilas and filled the lives of
Brajavasis with happiness. 1
was a very small boy when I
visited this pure place. 1
don&#39;t remember many
things from that experience
though, but I surely remem-
ber some of the prominent
places that we visited in
Vrindavan. It is said that the
one who wants to visit
Vrindavan, needs to be filled
with Krishna Consciousness.
And in my childhood, I was
such a boy who had just lis-
tened to the stories of Lord
Krishna only. I was always
filled with love for Lord
Krishna, Balaram ji and Ra-
dha Rani. The pastimes of
Krishn were always told to
me and the other kids of my
age in our respective places
from where we belonged. It
was for sure a very awesome
experience to visit Vrindavan
in an age where in I was filled
with so much Krishna Con-
sciousness. Those stories of
Lord Krishna taught us many
moral values and made us
aware of the greatness of
Him. It is always our fortune
to listen to the Krishna ka-
thas from our parents and the
senior devotees. First place

you see after visiting Vrindavan
is the Krishna Balaram temple,
which was established by A C
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prab-
hupada in the year 1975. Prab-
hupada was ordered by His
guru Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati
Thakur to preach Kirishna
Consciousness in The USA
and the western world. And
after successful preaching in
the next few years, Hare Krish-
na became a household word
as the Hare Krishna Movement
spread rapidly in the USA and
the western world. In the year
1971, Srila Prabhupada re-
turned to Vrindavan with His
fifty one Western disciples. It
was His desire to establish an
international Krishna temple in
Vrindavan. At that time, He
was offered land by Sri Kashi
Prasad Sarah and his wife, Sti-
mati Gita Devi. Even though
the property was in the Raman
Reti area, quite some distance
from the town, Srila Prabhupa-
da accepted the donation and
began construction of Krishna
Balaram temple. The opening
of the temple was on the auspi-
cious occasion of Rama
Navmi, on 20th April 1975.
The temple has the deities of
Sti Gaur Nitai, Krishna
Balaram and Sti Sti Radha
Shyamasundara in the altar.
Then there we saw the Radha
Krishna temple in Nidhivan.
The Nidhivan temple houses a
beautiful idol of Radha Krish-
na and is surrounded by a sa-
cred ‘kunj’ or forest, where

Lord Krishna and Radha rest
after the ras leela is over.
Nearby, there is a small tem-
ple called Rang Mahal where
it is believed that Shri Krish-
na decorates Radha with his
own hands. The temple also
contains ornate beds for the
deities to rest. Priests at Rang
Mahal temple place tooth-
brushes, a
paan leaves, sweets and water
before closing the gates after
night aarti. However, every-
thing is found scattered in the
morning as if somebody has
used them. We see another
temple of Stri Bakebihariji.
There are many stories about
this deity of Lord Krishna.
One of those is this one
which T still

properly.  Once,
Brajavallabhji was preparing
the offering for Lord Bake-
bihariji. Suddenly he had a
question in his mind and he
thought that, “Does Lord
Bakebihariji eat the food of-
fered to him?” So once he
decided to check out if it
really happens. So he put the
plate of offering of Laddoos
in front of Bakebihariji and
closed the doots of the altar,
and started reciting kirtan.
After finishing the kirtan, he
opened the door and saw that

saree, bangles,

remember
Goswami

two kanas or pieces of laddoo
were placed on the plate.
Firstly he thought that maybe
the act would be done by a
mouse and he ignored it. But
as he came near to the deity

of Bakebihariji, he saw the
remains of the besan laddoo
on the lips of the deity. He
was very much happy and
excited after seeing this. An-
other temples which are situ-
ated in Vrindavan are
1. Radha Raman Temple

2. Radha Madan Mohan Tem-
ple

3. Radha Damodar Temple

4. Radha Govind Temple

These are the main Goswami
temples. Other than these
temples, the house and sa-
madhi of Srila Prabhupada are
also situated here. His tran-
scendental body was placed in
the samadhi on 14th Novem-
ber 1977. This samadhi build-
ing, constructed of ornate,
carved from white matble,
was designed and funded by
Prabhupa’s disciples around
the world. There is a balcony
upstairs having japa path of
108 lotuses, equalling one
round of japa performed in
circumbullation of Stila Prab-
hupada. A museum of Srila
Prabhupada’s life and teach-
ings can be found in the gal-
lery directly opposite to sa-
madhi. The residence of His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktive-
danta Swami Prabhupada is
located between the Krishna
and the
Krishna Balaram International
Guest House. From 1973 to
1977, He lived here whenever
He visited Vrindavan. It was
here in this house in 1977 that

Balaram  temple
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he left this wotld and entered
the eternal pastimes of Sri Sti
Radha Kirishna. Srila Prab-
hupada’s early writings and
many personal items are ex-
hibited in his house. On Srila
Prabhupada’s desk is a daily
updated display of letters that
Srila  Prabhupada
matching the present month
and date. Srila Prabhupada
prolifically translated Vedic,

wrote,

Puranic and Gaudiya litera-
ture from Sanskrit and Ben-
gali, including Srimad Bha-
gvatam, Chaitanya Chari-
tamrit, Bhagvad Gita and

15 March, 2020
Prathibha Patil

Isopanishad. The library at-
tached to His house displays
these books and their transla-
tions into over 60 languages.
The Govardhan Parikrama is
one of the most prominent
activity done in Vrindavan.
Who is not aware of the fa-
mous Govardhan Lila per-
formed by Lord Krishna. Lord
Krishna had proposed for the
worship of Govardhan Parvat
instead of Indra Puja. So as the
residents of Vrindavan wor-
shipped Govardhan, Lord In-
dra was very furious on them
as they did not worship Him

which was part of their tradi-
tion. So He caused heavy
rains in Vrindavan which led
to floods. So the residents
had to be protected by the
rains. Lord Krishna decided
to lift the Govardhan Parvat
and protect the people. And
this lila of Lord Krishna was
performed when He was just
a 7 year old boy. He lifted the
Govardhan on his little finger
of left hand for 7 days and 7
nights continuously. This lila
itself tells us how Kirishna
loved and cared about his
devotees.

Indeed 1 feel myself very for-
tunate to have visited this
such pure place very eatly in
my life. I feel so blessed. 1
would like to tell everyone to
visit this pious place and be-
come filled with love for

Krishna
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By uttering the name of
Vrindavana one attains
the of
ing Krishna’s holy name.
By the
grance of Vrindavana,

merit chant-

smelling fra-

one is blessed by the

of the
sweet fragrance of tulasi
offered to Lord
Govinda Garga Sambhita:
Like just by reading the
name of topic my heart

merit smelling

leaves

get overwhelmed with full
of
Vrindavana is by itself

emotions.  Visiting
equal to the merit of visu-
alisation of Lord Hari. By
eating in Vrindavana one
obtains the merit of par-
taking of the offering to
Lord Hari. By working in
with

one

Vrindavana

one&#39;s hands,
obtains the merit of serv-
ing Lord Hari. Walking in
the
merit of pilgramage to a
different holy place with

Vrindavana  equals

each and every step. Gar-
ga Samhita Vrindavana
dhima is non-different
from Krishna because the
name, form, fame, and
the Lotrd
manifests — are all identi-
cal with the Lord as abso-

There-

place where

lute knowledge.

fore, Vrindavana dhima
is as worshipable as the
Lord. Srimad Bha-
gavatam (Intro) — Srila
Prabhupada
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AT AT ey R A
qEret AMEarHr, A Herd
T, S w9 IEamET,
#r aMqrerdee aearHr, At
LAY dee INEara, S
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So to understand it one must
know who is the manager of
this dham :Goddess Vrinda
along with the help of Yog-
maya Purnima Devi would
make the arrangements for
the loving meetings of the
divine couple Radha and
Krishna. Vrinda Devi is the
presiding goddess of Vrinda-
van and with her will and
powers she would create the
beautiful environment full of
beautiful groves, creepers and
aromatic bushes thus mani-
festing a perfect atmosphere
for the amorous pastime of
Radha and Kirishna. It is be-
lieved that with the blessings
of Vrinda Devi only one can
enter the transcendental pas-
times of Krishna. Then who
is Radha rani » As HH RNS
maharaj said about it. Three
potencies: It is describe that
there are three potencies,
primary potencies of the spir-
itual world, Pardsya caktir
vividaiva ¢riiyate one is
called saavit, sandhiné and
hlidiné.Sandhiné — that po-
tency which maintains and

preserves the variegatedness of
the spiritual world. Saavit —
that potency which gives cog-
nizant which facilitates all the
living beings within the spiritu-
al world to recognize their rela-
tionship with Krishna. Hladi-
né-gaktiu — that potency which
mixes with all the other poten-
cies so that to give ultimate
pleasure and enjoyment to
Krishna. Srimati Radharani —
Pleasure potency: This hladiné-
caktit Swaroop Damodar Gos-
wami explains is Srimati Ra-
dharani in personification; she
is the source of all pleasure.
When the living entities within
this material world want to
enjoy this potency of Krishna
for their own personal interest
then that hlddiné-—
cakti transform into the per-
sonality of Durga. Durga has a
trident and trident has spheres
which represent ddhyitmika,
adhidaivika, adhibhautika the
miseries cause by one’s own
body and mind, the miseries
cause by other living beings
and miseries caused by natural
disturbances or higher powers.
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d g | Teglear o
fladed deumd WA FAA
& I 3

IE AT WA UH T g
I Teg & GART T
gar g R T T A f§
STell & | S ST g8l a8
s €, 9 39 #ifaw S
F R q dle R A8 3
| This is what exactly happen

with me i went there and I lost.
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Balram,and Gaur nitai as well
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Bhurijan prabhuji, /1§68 heart in Vindavan. AT fd fgr wia: gr &Y, Rea@AmOaE, Id0-Afee
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